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The Metamorphosis Literary Analyses & Responses
                                        


Jennings AP Lit

The Metamorphosis Response
1.  Why do you think Gregor transformed into a bug?  Did he physically change? If not physically, then detail the changes and their manifestations. 
2.  In Czech, Samsja means “being alone” (Sam means “alone”).  Besides Gregor, how does each of the Samsa family members fulfill this? Provide one-two citation analyses for each.

3. In the original German, the first reference to Gregor as a bug is Ungeziefer, meaning “an unclean animal not suited for sacrifice”. Does this explain why Gregor’s sacrifices for his family were not sufficient?  How does this further our understanding of him as an outcast? What are his sins?

4.  Examine the end of the story.  Focus either on the housekeeper’s actions and words, or on those of the remaining Samsas. Detail how they highlight human characteristics and harsh realism.
Scholarly Literary Analysis


1.  Find the claim or question posed by the author.  You may need to infer what their focus is, including the critical lens they utilize.

2.  Analyze their argument or claim by citing specific examples from both the article and The Metamorphosis.

3.  What arguments or claims could be made in contradiction to the article?

4.  What are the most effective & ineffective points made in the article?
Contemporary Artwork

Surrealism- 20th century literature and art movement meant to enable and empower creative possibilities of the unconscious. Experimentation with imagination, expected limitations and imagery.
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Max Ernst “City with Animals”


Marcel Duchamp “Portrait of Chess Players”
Dadaism- Early 20th century avant-garde art movement which celebrated and challenged modernity and expected artists’ processes and practices.

Select an artist from one of these movements and analyze a painting you feel portrays a social criticism of the time.
